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Wisconsin
Connecting kids to health care coverage

For more information:          Michael Jacob, CKF-WI, 261-1455 or 712-5475
NEWS ADVISORY

Superintendent Dan Nerad, kids to hit the airwaves

promoting help for uninsured children
           What:
Taping of public service announcement promoting help 

for uninsured kids at several Dane County schools

When:
Wednesday, August 26, 11:00-11:45 am 


Where:
La Movida radio station


730 Rayovac Drive
          Who:
Dan Nerad, Superintendent of Schools, MMSD


Nancy Rodriguez, mother of two MMSD children



Shiva Bidar-Sielaff, Latino Council of Health


Several children



Michael Jacob, Covering Kids & Families-WI

Madison Metropolitan School District Superintendent Dan Nerad and Shiva Bidar-Sielaff from the Latino Council of Health will join several children and a parent of two children in the Madison schools to take to the airwaves promoting the importance of health care coverage. They will be recording a public service announcement at the La Movida studios Wednesday morning. 
The goal is to make sure parents with uninsured kids take a moment to explore options for high-quality, affordable health care and to let them know they can get help through the schools to sign up for BadgerCare Plus.
Madison Metropolitan School District staff proactively reach out to families who indicate they are uninsured during fall enrollment to let them know about the benefits of BadgerCare Plus. School nurses and social workers have been trained on BadgerCare Plus, including BadgerCare Plus Express Enrollment and therefore are well equipped to provide information and resources about the program. BadgerCare Plus promotional materials are also distributed throughout the school year in various school venues.
In Middleton-Cross Plains, pupil services staff are being training on BadgerCare Plus, an informational sheet is being sent home to all children who enroll in the school lunch program and additional help for enrolling in BadgerCare Plus is being pursued with expert organizations in the area.

In Sun Prairie, school social workers have been trained to assist families with information about BC+ and Joining Forces for Families in Sun Prairie will assist families with enrolling.
Staff with Head Start are also being trained to assist their families with enrollment in BadgerCare Plus.

These efforts are all in partnership with Covering Kids and Families’ CHILD project which seeks to ensure all who are eligible for BadgerCare Plus know about and can easily enroll in the program. The project works through schools and community-based organizations to build on the close relationships children and their parents have with school staff and to help make the connection between health coverage, access to health care and how that can help children do better in school.
The text of the draft PSA is below. It will be recorded in English and Spanish and broadcast on at least La Movida and potentially other stations in the Family Broadcasting Network. News outlets are invited to attend the taping. Superintendent Nerad, and each of the other participants will be available for interviews.
Draft I’m Covered PSA for Madison area

Recorded at LaMovida Radio in Madison.

Dan Nerad: As your kids start the school year, have you put health insurance on your list of supplies?  In Wisconsin, most children can get health insurance through BadgerCare Plus.
Kid 1: I’m covered! 
Nancy Rodriguez: Quality care from quality providers at quality medical facilities.
Kid 2: I’m covered! I got glasses so I can see the chalkboard.
Nancy Rodriguez: Check ups, eye exams, immunizations and prescriptions.

Kid 3:  I’m covered. I can get my asthma medicine so I can run fast at soccer practice.
Dan Nerad: I’m Dan Nerad, superintendent for the Madison Metropolitan School District.     

Nancy Rodriguez: And I’m Nancy Rodriguez, a parent in Madison. We recognize that health insurance coverage helps kids do better in school. 

All kids: We’re covered, are you?

Dan Nerad: If your children are in the Madison schools and they don’t have health insurance, ask your school nurse or social worker for information about BadgerCare Plus.  

Nancy Rodriguez:  If you have children in the Sun Prairie or Middleton/Cross Plains schools, or Head Start, their staff can help you too.

Dan Nerad: And all families can find out more at badgercareplus.org or by calling 1-800-362-3002, again that’s, 1-800-362-3002.
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